
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Suburban Symphony Orchestra 
 
  
Your Project Title: Bernstein Celebration 

Your Project Summary: An all Bernstein concert performed by the Suburban Symphony Orchestra under 

the director of Martin Kessler at Beachwood High School auditorium on or about May 20, 2018, in 

collaboration with Choral Arts Cleveland. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided some evidence throughout the 

application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $3,912 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Chanel DaSilva 

(New York, NY) 

Brea Heidelberg 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Christie McKinney 

(Washington, DC) 

Michelle Polgar 

(Austin, TX) 

Dameun Strange 

(St. Paul, MN) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: This applicant meets the funding criteria. The company is open to all participants, whether 

professional, amateur or student. The agency is leveraging their community connections, collaborating with 

Choral Arts Cleveland on two of the performances. They are committed to accessibility: performances are 

free and open to the public, and they are presenting two public (and FREE) lectures in advance of the 

concert. To increase accessibility, one of the lectures will take place at the Cleveland Heights office on 

aging. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: I think what SSO wants to do with the their free concerts under the theme of celebrating Leonard 

Bernstein is smart and beautiful. Great way to engage the entire community, young and old. It is of great 

public benefit because it is providing another opportunity for the classical arts to be accessible to ALL. I 

love their eclectic musical selections to be played by the orchestra. A little something for everybody, keeping 

it artistically and culturally vibrant for several demographics of people. Organizationally, they are spot on... 

listing approximate dates, key plans of execution and achievable goals. Bravo SSO! 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: While it does recognize seniors as being its primary audience, I wonder if a plan to grow that 

audience is the best use of public funs. It is already doing an excellent job of attracting and serving that 

audience while other generations are likely not to attend. I wonder if there is indeed a public benefit to its 

plan and goals. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This application somewhat meets the funding criteria with an emphasis on public benefit. The 

application clearly outlines who the intended audience is, but lacks any details on how the public and this 

specific audience will, in fact, benefit from this work. The measure of accomplishment for the goal is simply 

that the audience attends - there is no measure of impact on the audience. The artisic vibrancy and 

relevancy of the project is clear from the application and the organization shows past capacity that suggest 

the project is realistic. 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The clear articulation of senior citizens as the primary audience was a consistent theme 

throughout the proposal. It was good to see how the program and the engagement efforts were all centered 

on the target audience. Unfortunately, the goal information wasn't actually a goal - it was a statement about 

what else they planned on doing. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin   India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org      ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101   216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 
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